LETTER Ill 


Dear Friend, 


As | announced to you, | return to the remarkable and little-noticed words of Pius IX. 
Recorded in a solemn act, these words are not said at random. We will see that they 
have a precise meaning, and much deeper than it appears at first glance. They are a 
line of light thrown into the depths of the mystery of iniquity, which we call the Roman 
Question. By pronouncing them, the Holy Father tore off the last mask of the 
Revolution. From now on, no one is allowed to misunderstand the intimate nature and 
the final goal of the movement which is sweeping the world. 

Therefore, Pius IX and his vicar warn Catholics that Satan continues today, with 
frightening success, the efforts that he has not stopped making, for eighteen centuries, 
to enter Rome and make it the capital of the City of Man; that the goal of the Revolution 
is to substitute pagan Rome for Christian Rome and return the world to paganism. 

But what ! Is this possible and who has ever heard of such a thing? Our century, so 
completely foreign to everything it should know, will not fail to treat the words of the Holy 
Father as an exaggeration and a figure of speech. You yourself, dear friend, will 
perhaps be surprised to learn that in delivering to Europe the program of the Revolution, 
the Vicar of Jesus Christ is the echo of the entire tradition. The most illustrious Fathers 
of the Church, the most renowned theologians, the most authoritative interpreters of 
Scripture, expressed pontifical thought. Furthermore, they agree that Satan will succeed 
in his plan; so that the Church will end, as it began, with a gigantic struggle of which 
Rome, once again pagan, will be the center and focus. 

Whether that day approaches is not the question. What | mean is that the current 
attempt is a step forward towards this goal, and even the most marked that we know. In 
this respect, it is one of the most serious events that can occupy the human mind. | look 


forward to hearing your opinion. The limits of a letter do not allow us to bring you the 


testimonies of a tradition as old as Christianity’, please content yourself with a faithful 
analysis. 

"According to the teaching of the apostles, says the voice of the centuries, a day will 
come when Satan, full of rage against Jesus Christ and the Christians, will regain the 
ground he has lost, will strengthen his reign and extend it, then he will attack Rome, 
because it is his rival and the residence of the Pontiffs. He will make himself master of it, 
will chase away the Vicar of Jesus Christ, will persecute the true faithful and will 
slaughter the religious and the priests.? 

"Pagan under Nero and the other emperors until Constantine, Rome was Babylon, 
the capital of the City of Evil. Under Constantine, having become Christian and pious, 
it ceased to be Babylon and began to be the capital of the City of Good, holy and faithful 
city, Zion beloved of God, pillar of faith, mother of piety, mistress of holiness she will 
abandon faith, piety, Jesus Christ, the Sovereign Pontiff, she. Babylon, the capital of the 
City of Evil, will once again become pagan.* 

"God will allow it so that we distinguish the city from the church, Rome from the chair 
of Peter, and so that the Romans learn that it is neither to their merits, nor to the 
majesty of their city, that they are indebted of the signal honor of possessing the Holy 
See and the metropolis of the Catholic world. 

"Rome's dismal destiny is in no way contrary to the promises made to the Church 
and the Apostolic See. Both will always persevere in the faith and in the possession of 
the Chair of Peter. Placed in one place or another, this chair will not perish any more 


than the faith that flows from it. It will always be the same. For all its days, the Church 


1 You will find them in Suarez, De Antichristo, lib. V, c. VIII, IX ; in Bosio, De Signis Ecclesia, lib. 
XXIV, c. vi ; in Cornelius à Lapide, in c. XVII and XVIII Apocalypse; in Bellarmine, De Sum, 
Pontif. lib. Ill, c. XIII ; in Malvenda, de Antichrist. lib. IV, c.v ; in Baron, Annal. year 58, etc., etc. 


2 We have said that it is certain and established by the common tradition of the Fathers, which 
also seemed to us to be apostolic. Suarez, De Antichristo. book V, c. 9, n. 14. -- He will hate 
Rome and will fight with her and will desolate her and set her on fire. Bellarmine. | am about 
Pope book 3, c. Ill. 


3 The true Babylon was the first Rome, and the true Rome was the second Babylon. St. Aug. De 
Civ. Dei, lib. 18, c. Il. 


4 Abandoning faith, piety, Christ, the Pontiff, will again become Babylon. Cornelius à Lapide. in c. XVII 
Apocalypse. 


will remain visible, even if it is forced to flee to the mountains and hide for the most part 
in caves and deserts.® 

"Far from harming the Church, this revolution will increase its glory. Never was 
Christian Rome more glorious than when pagan Rome, thirsty for blood, persecuted it 
with the most rage. Never did it show more constancy and heroic virtues It will be the 
same when Rome has become pagan again. The glory of the Vicar of Jesus Christ and 
of the true faithful who remain in his bosom will shine with a much more vivid brilliance 
than if Rome had always remained Christian and pious. “ 

All this, my dear friend, supposes a fact which no one thought of two years ago, 
namely that Rome will once again become the capital of a powerful empire, essentially 
hostile to the Church; that it will reconquer its ancient pagan splendor, and, with its 
corrupt morals, will resume its despotic appearance. Well! all these strange things, 
tradition has known them. 

"Rome will return to its pagan splendor and idolatry. Pagan, it will strip the 
Sovereign Pontiff of its temporality and expel him. Clothed with its ancient power, it will 
use it to persecute the Saints with more fury, and immolate the martyrs with more 
cruelty than the first Caesars.'"” 

By a coincidence that | cannot help but point out to you, Pius IX uses to characterize 


the current promises of the Revolution, the same terms which the ancient doctors used 


5 It is not contrary to the promises made by the Church and the Apostolic See concerning 
perseverance in faith and in the Chair of Peter, that Rome should be destroyed in that way, 
because The Chair will never fail, nor will its faith, whether in this or in that place; for 
everywhere it will be the same, and the visible Church will always endure, the Church will 
always remain visible, even if she has to flee to the mountains and hide largely in caves and 
deserts.. Suarez, id. c. VII. 


8 The Roman city would then be restored to its former glory as well as its idolatry. Cornelius à 
Lapide ibid. 


7 Returning to paganism, he will persecute, drive out, or kill Christ and Christians, and especially 
the Pope. Id. -- He will persecute the saints more bitterly and afflict them with crueler 
martyrdoms than they suffered under ethnic emperors. Malvenda where above 


to mark their accomplishment. They said, centuries ago: "Rome will return to its ancient 
splendor, to its riches, to its power, to its glory, queen and mistress of the world."® 

Pius IX says today: "To alienate the minds of Italians from the Catholic religion, the 
enemies of the Church do not blush to affirm and shout everywhere that the Roman 
Church is the obstacle which opposes to the glory of Italy, to its greatness, to its 
prosperity, and prevents it from once again acquiring the ancient splendor of ancient 
times, that is to say, of pagan times."9 

Tradition adds: "Intoxicated with her new glory, Rome will say: | have cast out my 
husband and | am not a widow, | am full of people. My king is gone, | am only more 
queen. Everyone obeys me and | obey no one, sedeo regina." 

In truth, my dear friend, does this language, several centuries old, not seem strange 
to you? Isn't that the one we hear every day? Don't the so-called emancipators of Rome 
and Italy constantly say that Rome is a slave; that the Pope expelled, the Eternal City 
will once again become free and queen as before? Do they not say to her: Rejoice in 
the glorious destinies that we promise you. We are your soldiers today, because we 
want to be your sons and your citizens tomorrow. If we fight, it is to restore to you your 
ancient majesty, your ancient Capitol, your ancient triumphs. C'est pour faire de toi la 
splendide capitale d'un grand empire. (\t is to make you the splendid capital of a great 
empire).1° 

The city of the popes, once again the city of the Caesars, such is the supreme 
destiny of Rome and the last triumph of Satan. How will this apostasy, a thousand times 
incredible, be accomplished if it was not announced a thousand times? With 


superhuman clarity, tradition saw the path that would lead Rome to this fatal end. 


8 Rome will return to its former splendour, wealth, strength, and pomp: as once she was the 
queen of the world and the mistress of the world. 


9 Enemies of the Church . . they are not ashamed to assert that the minds of the Italians are 
being alienated from the Catholic faith, and they are not ashamed to cry out in every direction, 
that the Catholic religion is an opponent of the glory, greatness, and prosperity of the Italian 
nation. . . so that Italy may once again acquire the former splendor of the ancient times, that is, 
of the ethnics. 


10 Word from Cavour to parliament, October 11. 


“The transformation of Christian Rome into pagan Rome will not happen all at once. 
The Romans of later times were passionate about marbles and porphyries. They will 
make their glory consist of splendid buildings, in temples of idols, in statues of gold and 
silver, in precious stones, representing Venus, Cupid and the other abominable divinities 
of ancient paganism. They will love the games, the shows, all the things by which the 
ancient Romans corrupted the people and lured them to the worship of false gods. 

"They will get used to looking with pride at the crimes of their ancestors. They will 
make them the subject of their praise. Their ambition will be to reproduce the actions of 
Caesar, of Pompey, of Trajan. They will want to rival them, to resurrect their glory thus 
that all the vain grandeur of ancient Rome. They will invoke the sonorous names of the 
Catos; they will speak of grandeur, of power, of Roman freedoms, on which we already 
see many reveling in." 

The Romans thus prepared for a long time, what will happen? Here it is, always 
according to the fathers and doctors: "Atheists of Satan will pervert the upper classes 
among the Romans. They will make the ancient glory of their ancestors shine before 
their eyes; they will excite them to reconquer it and to restore the cult of the Gods, to 
whom the empire owed its splendor. They will attract them to voluptuousness and 
independence, in order to lead them to atheism, as has been seen many times in other 
countries. To cite just one example: a city no less holy, no less providential than Rome, 
Jerusalem was pagan under the Canaanites, faithful under the Jews, Christian under 
the Apostles, pagan again under the Romans, Mohammedan under the Saracens. 

“As punishment for its apostasy, Rome will perish. God will allow this great ruin to 
avenge the blood of the old and new martyrs from whom Rome will have drunk. The 
Romans will therefore be punished more severely than the others, because they will 
have sinned more seriously. Descendants of the former persecutors or inhabitants of 


the same city, they will become united with the iniquities of their ancestors, wanting to 


11 Etiamnum aliquos priscis hisce Romanorum fumis pasci et gloriari videmus. 


imitate them and restore to Rome the glory, the splendor and the power which it enjoyed 
under paganism.”!2 

The men who use this language are the greatest names in Christian history. Their 
names are Tertullian, Lactantius, Cyril, Chrysostom, Ambrose, Jerome, Augustine, 
Victorinus, Ecumenius, Cassiodorus, Sixtus of Siena, Baronius, Bellarmine, Suarez, 
Cornelius Lapide, Bosio, and twenty others, et alios viginte. Devoted to Rome and the 
Church, no interest other than that of truth has led them to predict humiliations and 
calamities which they deplore while announcing them. Their works, received with 
respect as the source of true doctrine, are the torches that the past has handed over to 
the hands of the present to illuminate the future. What's left? if not to bow before this 


imposing testimony. Very weak would be the reason which would not go that far. 


All yours, 


12 Quocirca Deus in iis majorum peccata puniet ; quia illis, propter approvationem et imitationem, 
majorum peccata imputabuntur. . . eo quod illis placebunt scelera majorum, eaque æmulari volent, ut 
Romæ pristinum sub gentilismo splendorem et imperium restituant. 


LETTER IV 


As far as | could, | have just, dear friend, characterized the situation. You know the 
nature of the movement which carries us, and, unless | am mistaken, the precise point 
at which the eternal struggle of evil against good stands. It is summed up today in the 
spoliation of the Papal States, or, which is all one and the same, in the 
suppression of the visible kingship of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Did this fact spring up like a mushroom under an oak tree? Did the idea fall into the 
head of any character yesterday? Is it all of a sudden, and so to speak in a single leap, 
that Europe finds itself engaged in the formidable impasse, from which it does not know 
how to escape? 

To think so would be a mistake. The all too famous brochure: The Pope and the 
Congress, did not create the situation: it reveals it. Everything that is, emanates from 
what was. To see the current situation as only a transitory, unforeseen or improvised 
event would be to reduce the giant to the size of a dwarf. The complete spoliation of the 
Roman Church is, as we have said, a fact long announced. It has deep roots in modern 
Europe's past. We will search for them. To understand a disease well and, above all, to 
treat it successfully, you must know its origin. 

Considered in its primary cause, which is the rage of Satan, the supreme spoliation 
with which we are threatened is as old as Christianity. If we study it in its formula and in 
its pretexts, in a word in its public and avowed manifestation, it is only four centuries 
old. 


As you know, upon entering the world, Christianity found the human race bowed 
under the yoke of Caesar. All power was concentrated in the hand of one man, all right 
in his will. This man was god: and this god was called Nero, Tiberius, Caligula, 


Domitian. It was unity in abjection. 


To break this charter of the most monstrous despotism, Christianity divided power. 
Alongside Caesar, it created the pontiff. To Caesar, subordinate to the pontiff, it 
entrusts bodies; to the pontiff, it gives souls. Like soul and body, spiritual society and 


civil society, united without merging, march steadily towards their relative perfection. 
With Caesarian despotism no longer possible, human freedom is saved. Three 
centuries of fierce struggle drove the devil from Rome, its capital, which became the 
capital of the City of God. 

As the eminent Cardinal Vicar said, furious Satan did not consider himself defeated. 
Since his expulsion, he has not stopped prowling around Rome and making incessant 
efforts to return there. History, which tells them, also tells of its eternal defeat. In vain, to 
resurrect the past, he sometimes enlisted under his seditious standards the emperors of 
Germany and their lawyers. In vain the poet of Florence publicizes the apology of 
ancient Caesarism: Dante fails like the Ghibellines. The European order rested for a 
long time on the evangelical principle, like the pyramid of the desert on its granite base. 

These old attempts against the papal royalty will be, if you like, the root causes of 
the current situation; but the real root is more modern. This root, without which the tree 
would never have grown, was planted four centuries ago in the soil of Europe. At this 
time, of sinister memory, a kind of fanaticism for the political institutions of pagan 


peoples awoke among the Christian nations of the West. Presented as the type of 
strength and social perfection, the great material unity of Tiberius' world shimmers 


before an astonished Europe. Ancient Rome emerges from the tomb with all its 
procession of freedoms, virtues and victories. We sing of its greatness; we repeat the 
secret of his power. It is rebuilt in theory, and still at the top of the building shines 
Caesar, emperor and pontiff. 

Then accomplished a radical change in the traditional politics of Europe. Machiavelli 
was its main instrument. "His work," says an unsuspected author, Mr. Matter, "marks a 
new era; an era of complete subversion; not a simple break between religion and 


politics; but an era of fundamental subversion of their old relationships."'% 


What no one else had done before him, this man, son of his education, clearly 


formulated the theory of Caesarian omnipotence, abolished by Christianity. He spoke it, 


he wrote it, he made it popular. 


13 Hist. des Sc. polit., etc., t. |, 70. 


There is, and always will be, one obstacle to this omnipotence: the property that 


makes the Church independent. Machiavelli is careful to point this out. Throughout 
Europe, crowned ambition will, sooner or later, make it disappear. In the meantime, the 
Florentine (Machiavelli) put his hand to work in his own country. 

Twenty years before Luther, in a Catholic town a few leagues from Rome, he dared 
to publish that the only obstacle to Italian unity and the cause of all its ills was the 
temporal power of the Roman Church. One is stunned to find under his pen all the 
politics of Piedmont, about the Roman Question, Garibaldi's proclamations, Mazzini's 
program, M. de Cavour's harangues, Victor Emmanuel's memorandum and the 
instructions of the secret sociétes.'4 

You be the judge. “We Italians," says Machiavelli, "have a great obligation to the 
Roman Church: it is to be the cause of our political ruin. | mean that it is she who has 
held and still holds our country divided. Union and happiness have never reigned ina 
country unless it has formed a single republic under a single prince. Now, the cause that 
prevents Italy from having either a republic or a single prince governing it, is solely the 
Church of Rome. 

"On the one hand, her temporal power is too weak to take over the whole of Italy and 
become its queen; on the other hand, her temporal domain is not so important that the 
fear of losing it did not drive the Church to have it defended by powerful princes, against 
those in Italy who could be a threat to her. In this way, the Roman Church prevented us 
from living under a single leader. Condemned to bear the yoke of many, Italy has fallen 
into such a state of disunity and weakness, that it is a prey offered not only to powerful 
Barbarians, but also to anyone who wants to take it over. This is what we Italians owe to 
the Church of Rome and not to others.” (Disc., liv. 1, c. XII.) 

To facilitate the suppression of the temporal domain of the Holy See, Machiavelli 
removes all scruples from those who would like to undertake it: he assures them that 
religion itself is interested in it. Here, my dear friend, the surprise increases. All the 
accusations reproduced today for the same purpose and accepted by the majority, 


Machiavelli's works contain them. “It shows that Italy fell into ruins for having lacked 


14 On March 4 of that year, Ricasoli, governor of Tuscany, told the troops: "Our constitution can 
only be hindered by its eternal decrepit enemy. This enemy is the temporal power of Rome." 


religion, and THAT through the fault of the Roman Church;” such is the title of one of its 
chapters. (ibid) 

Here is the end: "We owe it to the Church of Rome, we Italians, to be impious and 
scoundrels." 

By this sample, judge the piece. There is no need to say it: at the end of these 
sophisms and these slanders is, what we see with our eyes, the expropriation of the 
domain of Saint-Peter for reasons of Italian utility. 

After explaining his motives, Machiavelli moves on to practice. Everything written in 
the last two years by the unifiers of Italy and the despoilers of the Holy See is copied 
word for word in the master's book. Flattering the hereditary vanity of his compatriots, 
Machiavelli shows them the seductive image of the ancient empire. Italians," he cries, 
"do you want Italian unity under an Italian prince? Do you want a return to the days of 
strength, glory and happiness enjoyed by your ancestors under the great Roman unity? 
The first thing to do is to drive the barbarians out of Italy.'5 She is waiting, almost dying, 
for the one who will heal her wounds, put an end to the oppression of Lombardy, put an 
end to the vexations that plague Naples and Tuscany, and finally heal wounds so 
inveterate that they have become fistulous."'® 

In order to restore the ancient empire to its former splendor, and to achieve the 
Italian unity and freedom that would be its happy consequences, a Caesar was needed. 
Machiavelli never forgot this. To the prince, ambitious for this glory, he outlines the rules 
he must follow and the qualities he must possess. Above all, the liberating prince must 
regard religion as a mere instrument of his reign. “His duty," says the master, "is to favor 
what presents itself to the advantage of religion. If he is certain that it is a lie, he must 
give it credence, in order to keep the people in fear and submission. The more skillful he 
is, the more careful he will be. Such was the conduct of the Romans, the true models of 


good politics.""” 


15 C'est le nom piémontais des Autrichiens. (This is the Piedmontese name of the Austrians.) 
16 || Principe, c. ult, ediz., 1550. -- Ibid., c. XXVI. 
17 Disc., c. XIV, XVI, etc. 


To this sacrilegious juggling act, Tibereus' successor added perfidy towards men. As 
a well-advised prince," Machiavelli continues, "he must not fulfill his promise, when such 
fulfillment would be harmful to him, and when the reasons which determined him to 
promise no longer exist. It will always be easy for him to find pretexts to color his failure 
to keep his word. He will have to understand that it is not possible for a prince, 
especially a new prince, to observe everything that makes honest people honest. So, as 
far as he can, he must not stray from the path of good; but if need be, he must know 
how to enter the path of evil. Moreover, what we consider is the result. If he succeeds, 
all the means he has employed will be judged honorable and praised by everyone."'® 

Machiavelli concludes from these maxims and others of the same kind, expounded 
with the same crudity, that his hero must be both lion and fox, in accordance with the 
model left by the ancients, our masters in politics. The prince," he says, "who must act 
like a beast, will try to be both fox and lion. The more he knows how to be a fox, the 
more successful he will be. But it's important to hide this beast well, and consequently to 
be a great dissimulator and a great liar. " 19 

You see it, my dear friend; considered in its formula and in its pretexts, the situation 
is not new. If, despite more or less numerous precursors, we rightly attribute Arianism to 
Arius, Pelagianism to Pelagius, because they clearly gave the formula for these 
heresies and were their apostles: history is therefore well founded to point out 
Machiavelli as the father of Piedmontese or Mazzinian politics, since he was the first to 
trace the program and prepare for the triumph. 

If the theory of the spoliation of the Roman Church goes back four centuries, the 
partial realization of this sovereignly anti-Christian principle is barely a few years later. In 
Machiavelli's time, the Church was the largest landowner in Europe. No property was 
more sacred than his. Everything changed with the Caesarian policy, restored by 
Machiavelli and his immense school. Developed by Lutheranism, applied by all 
governments, the spoliation of the Church is making the rounds of Europe. In the 


ancient sense all kings want to be Caesars, all princes want to be kings. 


18 II Principe, c. XVIII. 


19 But this nature must know how to color well, and be a great simulator and dissimulator, Ibid 


All the protective barriers of ecclesiastical property rights came tumbling down in the 
face of their ambition, aroused and justified by the Florentine. The dispossession of the 
bride of Jesus Christ, or, as it has been called for the past two years, annexation, 
invaded Prussia, Sweden, Denmark and Holland. It passed into England; and there, as 
in all other countries, it was consummated by the shedding of torrents of Catholic blood. 

Aided by lawyers, and it must be said, by certain members of the clergy, pagan 
Caesarism penetrates more and more into the politics of governments. The spoliation 
extends to Catholic States. Joseph II spent his life stealing from the Church. France 
follows in the footsteps of other nations and distances them. Portugal, Spain, even Italy 
have imitated it. It is therefore true that what is being done today against Rome is only 
the complement of a sacrilegious attack, begun almost four centuries ago, and carried 
out throughout Europe. This is the giant we have to fight against. 

This is also, my dear friend, the current situation from the three points of view of 
origin, theory and practice. Tomorrow, | will return with you to the intimate cause of this 


strange phenomenon. 


All yours. 


